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eTandem 

Current position and location 

Didactic  tutor at CLA  UNIPD  for 15 years

Key areas of expertise
E-learning:

Web master

Master in tutoring on line

School of specialization on Web 2.0 tools

School of specialization on teaching Italian L2

Teacher trainer

Expert in digital competence (savoir faire e savoir être online)

eTandem since 2011

collaborator

eTandem since 2011

Who is Lisa

Young Lisa at work- January 2006

Academic position
Lector of Hungarian  for 30 years University of Padua

PhD in Applied Linguistics

PPPPLinguistica Applica

Key areas of expertise and interest

Foreign Language Didactics

Learning in Virtual Spaces

eTandem

Who is Edit

http://www.ierest-project.eu/node/192.html


eTandem 
The Five_Ws

eTandem intercultural project:
• what
• why 
• when
• who
• How

Students` participation and reaction

Why it won the ELL prize

Agenda



What is eTandem?

eTandem 
What ?

informality fun

autonomy reciprocity

real language
friends 50% 

community



eTandem 
Why?

Why?

• promoting internationalization of the university of Padua

• deepening linguistic and cultural knowledge in a real context

• boosting integration International students  with host country students

• deepening digital competence

• Preparing phychologically and  culturally for the physical exchange



When does it take place?

Lasts 8/10 weeks, prior international students arrival

Timeline:

eTandem 
When?

International  students arrive and attend a Spring- Summer /Fall -Winter School in Padua 

>>|1° round

|
December  2015

February  2016

2° round

July 2016

Octorber   2016

3° round

December 2016

March   2017

|



eTandem

Presented our data to international office: 

asked to advertise the project to abroad universities

to filter motivated Italian and international students

Incoming international students from all over the world

TO

Outgoing Italian students won scholarship to study abroad



eTandem 
Organization

organization

Role of moderator:

matches couples of students

proposes actvities

reminds to write diaries and to "Meet up" regularly

………

Italian 

students 

enrollment

International 

students 

enrollment

matches

The project 

starts:

Contact

confirmation

Peer-to-peer exchanges

and diaries in MOODLE

In the target language

eTandem community in 

Facebook 

In Italian or  English

French and Spanish

The project 

ends

Final meeting -> feedback

Lisa e Edit 



eTandem 
How: 

structure of Moodle



eTandem 
Facebook pros and  cons

Facebook group

PROS  +

• Easy to reach ss

• Pin post

• Track reading

• Likes

• Continue to belong  e-community 

CONS -

•Ss need account

•Cannot be split into areas

•Lack visibility links and resources

•Adds



eTandem 
What?

What did we talk about?
Conversation Questions:  http://iteslj.org/questions/

/Cultural understanding: step by step

«everyone  has a culture everyone is different»

1°week: social and technological familiarization

students’ life

2°….10° weeks:

traditions

stereotypes and superstitions

differences  between  cultures: body language, gestures and tips

how would you behave if…

polarizing themes: techonology and education, street art and graffiti etc.

culture shock and  cultural intelligence…

Community

Facebook

English/Italian/French/Spanish

as lingua franca

One-to-One
Target language

“...learning language is learning culture” Byram

Each other’s families

Hobbies and interests

Personal info

Festivities: Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter…

Education systems, graduation parties

News

Maintain  50% reciprocity



Aims of the project

4 aspects:  technological, linguistic, social and cultural 

eTandem 
aims

Technological:

- learn how to use Moodle/Facebook 

- learn how to search for info

- responsible use of the net / 

web reputation= digital tattoing

Linguistic: 

- oral and written production in the target language

- oral and written production in English/Italian/French

and Spanish

Social:

- learn how to comment, share and interact 

- boost integration of International students in the university    

and city of Padua

Cultural:

- knowledge of other’s culture and deepening of 

our own culture

- cultivate curiosity towards the diverse and 

develop an active listening



The project isn’t officially assessed   ------->  peer correction

but…

Curriculum Vitae  (online: Linkedin, Google+, Twitter, Facebook etc.)

with certificate of participation and badge if : 

1 write at least 4 diaries of language and culture;

2 contribute to at least 4 discussions either

in Italian/ English/French and Spanish as lingua franca;

3 write a small essay about an intercultural topic;

4 fill in our feedback questionnaire

What’s a badge*: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDmfE0noOJ8

* It is a validation of accomplishment, skill, quality or interest that can be earnedin various learning enviroments

eTandem 
What to do 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDmfE0noOJ8


eTandem 
Numbers 

	
ROUND	

Italian	
ss	

Inter.	
ss	

Total	
ss	

Dyads	 Tools	
Lingua	
franca	

	
Diaries	

Cert.	
and	

badge	

1st	
03/2016	

41	 77*	 118	 68	
Faceboo
k	and	
Moodle	

Italian		
English	

	
54	

12	

2nd	
10/2016	

39	 46**	 85	 48	 Moodle	

Italian	
English	
French	
Spanish	

	
	

30	
5	

3rd	
03/2017	

66	 56**	 112	 69	
Faceboo
k	and	
Moodle	

Italian	
English	
French	
Spanish	

	
53	

7	

	
*EU	countries	
	
**	EU	countries	and	Non-EU	countries	

	



eTandem 
Nationalities

EU Countries

German

Spanish

French

Slovak

English

Czech

Hungarian

Croatian

Polish

Finnish

Slovenian,

Bulgarian,

Neerlandese,

Portoguese

NON EU Countries:

Marocco

Brasile

USA Libia

Russia

Egitto

Canada

Colombia

India

Togo

Algeria

Bhutan

Cina Vietnam

Perù 

Haiti

Matching criteria:

Area of study

Language chosen

Gender

Chronological order



eTandem 

has been awarded the important prize

ELL

winners list

Our project is among the European language label  winners 2016!

http://ec.europa.eu/education/initiatives/language-label_en
http://www.indire.it/2016/11/23/label-europeo-delle-lingue-2016-i-vincitori-settori-istruzione-e-formazione-professionale/
http://www.erasmusplus.it/etandem-un-progetto-delluniversita-di-padova-fra-i-vincitori-label-europeo-delle-lingue-2016/


eTandem 
What made our project successful?

European criteria

• originality

• innovation

• possibility of integration

• added value compared to existing projects

• learners motivation

• methodological creativity

• European dimension

• dissemination potential

• possibility to transfer the outcomes to other languages and/or countries.



eTandem 
What made our project successful?

European and national priorities

European and national priorities

The European priorities for the 2016-2017 Label Campaigns are:

1 Multilingual Schools and Classrooms: Embracing Diversity in Schools

2 Language-friendly society – informal language learning.

National priorities:

1 languages for inclusion and integration;

2 languages for virtual mobility and physical mobility.



topic likes language

used

total

students

Italians Intern.

Graffiti &art 4 8 English

3 Italian

18 13 5

Stereotypes 6 5 English

13 Italian

18 17 1

Travelling 5 14 English

4 Italian

18 14 4

Reading 4 16 English

2 Italian

18 15 3

Animal

experiments

1 6 English

5 Italian

11 9 2

Soft drugs

liberalization

2 6 English

0 Italian

6 6 0

Music 1 5 English

1Italian

6 6 0



COMMENTS



DIARIES



ESSAYS

Some students came personally to our office to say we made a very good job



Feedback Questionnarie



Students’ comments and suggestions from previous etandem projects

“.... è stato bellissimo, peccato sia durato poco...”

“....organizzare un progetto simile, se possibile,

anche per gli studenti di Padova

che hanno vinto una borsa Erasmus

e sono in attesa di partire”.

“....This is a great project to improve English and

to meet students from a different country

so I’m very glad to take part of it and I can’t wait to

see American students in Padova to talk face to face with them”.

“...I think I would like to do this project again because it’s a good way

to practice, meet new people and learn a lot about other cultures”.

“...It was a wonderful journey and now I kind of don't want it to finish up.

I learned many many interesting new things on the American culture and civilization,

..I am sure we'll become friends in the real life, …I want to thank her and all the

organizers of this project and wish all of you Merry Christmas

and Happy New Year 2013!!!”

Rien à redire, c’était génial !”



?

eTandem

Credit value to the project



Lisa Griggio
Centro Linguistico di Ateneo

Università degli Studi di Padova

tel. 049 827 6327

e-mail: lisa.griggio@unipd.it

Edit Rozsavolgyi
Centro Linguistico di Ateneo

Università degli Studi di Padova

tel. 049 827 4909

e-mail: edit.r@unipd.it

Grazie!

www.unipd.it/cla

mailto:lisa.griggio@unipd.it
mailto:lisa.griggio@unipd.it

