Joys and troubles of learning
Lithuanian as a foreign language

Dr. Teresé Ringailiené




“With languages, you are at home anywhere.”

: Edward DeWall
LN



The aim

* to discuss the main reasons and motivation of studying Lithuanian as
a foreign language as well as the attitudes towards it;

* to examine the problematic areas of acquiring Lithuanian with the
main focus on written discourse.



Data

* Questionnaire to the students studying Lithuanian (A1) as a foreign
language

* 25 participants

e Students’ essays in Lithuanian written as course assighnments
* 58 essays
* Topics: my town, my eating habits, my weekend



The number of students studying Lithuanian
as a foreign language
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2017, spring semester, Lithuanian Al

* 30 students:

-24 Erasmus/exchange students
-4 free movers”

-2 teachers



Why have you decided to study Lithuanian?

| thought it would be easy I
| need Lithuanian forwork 1N

To cover a certain number of ECTS credits D

To be able to communicate with my Lithuanian spouse/partner... INIIINIINGS
To be able to communicate with my Lithuanian friends IS
To adapt more to the local enwvironment [
To learn something new NG
I'minterested in languages | INEEEEE—
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What did you know about Lithuanian before
starting Al1?

Mothing .

It has an interesting history
It's one of the oldest languagesin the world
It has complicated grammar

It's a difficult language

=
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What was your attitude towards Lithuanian
before starting A1?

I didn't know anything about Lithuanian -

s casy  NNNNR
Neither positive nor negative [

It's difficult

It's something totally new |

It's interesting
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How has your attitude towards Lithuanian
changed when studying?

My attitude hasn't changed ||}

| want to continue studying Lithuanian |}

I would never choose to study Lithuanian T
again

It's neither positive nor negative || NG

Mow | think that Lithuanian is a beautiful and _

interesting language

It's different from any other language that | I

know

Now | think that Lithuanian
complicated

Y
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What is the most difficult thing when studying
Lithuanian?
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Would you recommend others studying
Lithuanian?

Mo
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Would you like to/are you planning to
continue studying Lithuanian?

| don't know

Mo
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Other comments about studying Lithuanian

 Lithuanian is an amazing language and very interesting to learn.
However has very complicated grammar and many cases.

* Interesting language but a little bit difficult grammar

* | am very happy to learn this new language, even though if it’s
difficult. It’s too bad that Lithuanian isn‘t more developed as a foreign
language because | would like to continue studying it in my home

country.
e Beautiful language but so hard to learn. Acid.



Problematic areas of Lithuanian, which cause
difficulties for learners

Spelling

e E.g. AS megstu vistieng. AS valgu varskie. (=AS mégstu vistieng. AS valgau varske)
e AS geriu apelsinius solCiu. (= AS geriu apelsiny sultis)
* AS nivalgau kiaulienos.(= AS nevalgau kiaulienos)

* AS megstu obulius, o nemégstu serpenty. (= AS mégstu obuolius, o nemégstu
serbenty)

* AS megstu Sokolada. (= AS mégstu Sokoladg)

* AS valgau bandele, jautiena, pomidora, agurka. (=As valgau bandele, jautieng,
pomidorg, agurka).

» Sedtadien] dieng a$ baZiavau j muzikos akademija. (= Seétadienj dieng a$ vaZiavau
j muzikos akademij3).



Distinction between masculine and feminine nouns

 E.g. Vakare niekada nevalgau tortos. (= torto)

e AS nevalgau zuvio. (= zZuvies)

e Rytas valgu duong su surimi, ir kava su pienu. (= su suriu)

* Mano dvi seserj yra studentas. (= studenteés)

 Savaitgalj mes su mano vyra buvome Molétuose. (= su vyru)

Distinction between singular and plural
* E.g. AS geriu obuoliy sultj (= sultis)



Use of cases after verbs
e E.g. AS patinku mésos produkt . (= man patinka mésos produktai)
nepatinka pyrago. (= man nepatinka pyragas)

e AS megstu obuoly ir apelsiny. AS nemegstu més3.(= obuolius, apelsinus,
MEésos)

e Jie gyvena Hongkongo.(= Honkonge)

e Turiu dvi senelés ir senelis.(= seneles ir senelj)

e Dabar nesu istekéjusi ir neturiu vaikus. (= neturiu vaiky)

» Tévas dirba policija. Tévas gyvena Azerbaijano. (= policijoje/Azerbaidzane)



Use of cases after prepositions

* E.g. Savaitgalj as kartais einu j bar, ir geriu al . (=savaitgalj as kartais einu j barg ir
geriu aly)

Man patinka be grietine. (= be grietinés)

Vakare mes ejome j baras. (= j barg)

Kavine yra pries parko. (=pries parka)

Sekmadienj rytg vaziavau j Vilniuje. (= j Vilniy)

AS Svenciu Diwali festivalj su savo tévis ir giminémis. (=su savo tévais)

Use of cases in time adverbials
* E.g. Penktadienis vakaras, as ejau j kluba. (= penktadienj vakare as éjau j klubg)
* Penktadienj vakare as kepti pyraga. (= penktadienj vakare as kepiau pyraga)



Use of an incorrect part of speech
* E.g. AS esu . (=vegetare)
e Rytg as studijavau (=lietuviy kalba)

Verb endings

e E.g. AS valgo... (= As valgau...)

* AS megstu... (= AS mégstu...)

e Vakar rytg as valguti grietine su batony. (= AS valgiau...)
e AS valge picg be pomidory. (= AS valgiau...)

e AS géereu aly. (= AS gériau...)



A generalization

* Lithuanian causes
troubles for learners.

* The joy of a discovery,
communication,
friendships, and
memories create :
valuable and everlasting|g
experiences




